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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of noise filtering an image 
sequence (VI)/ comprising the steps of: 

determining - (11) statistics from a spatial spread of a set 
of original pixel values (P tf Mi) in at least one image of the image 
5 sequence (VI) ; and 

calculating - £l<0 at least one filtered pixel value (P t '> 
from the set of original pixel values (P t ,Mi) obtained from the at 
least one image, wherein the original pixel values <P t ,Mi) are 
weighted (13) u nder control (12 , a) of the statistics (11) . 

2. (Currently Amended) The metho d of noise f xltering as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein the step of calculating comprises the 
steps of: 

weighting (13) the set of original pixel values (P^M^) 
5 under control (12, a) of the statistics (11) to obtain a weighted 
set of pixel values (P t ,Ni) / and 

furnishing the weighted set of pixel values <P t ,Ni> to a 
static filter, in which the at least one filtered pixel value (P t ') 
is calculated from the weighted set of pixel values (P t ,Ni> . 
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3. (Currently Amended) The metho d of noise filtering as 
claimed in claim 1, further comprising: 

determining a temporal spread jS fcemp j_4&f of the set of 
original pixel values (P t ,Mi> . 

4. (Currently Amended) The metho d of noise filtering aa 
claimed in claim 1. wherein the spread (s) is a sum of absolute 
differences, a given absolute difference being obtained by 
subtracting an average pixel value from a given original pixel 

5 value (P t ,Mi) . 

5. (Currently Amended) The metho d of noise filtering as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein the set of original pixel values 
(P t ,Mi) include a central pixel value (P t ) and surrounding pixel 
values (Mi) , wherein as a result of the noise filtering, the 

5 central pixel value (P t ) is replaced by the filtered pixel value 
(P t '> . 

6. (Currently Amended)) The method of noise filtering as 
claimed in claim 2, wherein the set of weighted pixel values 
(P t ,Ni) is obtained by taking^, for each pixel value in the set of 
original pixel^values (P t/Mi ) , a combination of a portion a of said 
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5 each pixel value in the set of original pixel values (P t ,Mi) and a 
portion 1-a of a central pixel value (P t ) . 

7. (Currently Amended) The metho d of noise filtering as 
claimed in claim 1, 

wherein the statistics (11) are furnished to a look-up 
table -(ia) , from which look up table (12) a control signal (a) ±b 
5 being_obtaine d_Jrom said look-up table , which said control signal 
(a) control a ■ ■controlling the weighting— 4134- . 

8. (Currently Amended) The metho d of noise filtering as 
claimed in claim 2, 

wherein the at least one filtered pixel value (P t ') is 

obtained by calculating 4 14) a median of the weighted set of pixel 
5 values (P t ,Ni) - 

9. (Currently Amended) The metho d of noise filtering as 
claimed in claim 2, 

wherein the at least one filtered pixel value <P t ') is 
obtained by calculating 4±4^-an average of the weighted set of 
5 pixel values (P t ,Ni) . 
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10. (Currently Amended) The metho d of noise filtering as 
claimed in claim 3, 

wherein the spatial spread (S apat ) is calculated from 
spatially displaced original pixel values— 4p tT ^.f i n the set of 
5 original pixel values (Pt ' M i"^tiT^%a) ; and 

the temporal spread (S temp ) is calculated from temporally 
displaced original pixel values (Pt^tl/ p t2> in th « set of original 
pixel values <P t # MiT^Hr-rS^) ; and 

weighting (16) the spatially displaced original pixel 
10 values (P t ,Mi> under control -fr M) of the spatial spread (S Bpat ) and 
the temporally displaced original pixel values (Pf p tl' P t2> under 
control (11,45) of the temporal spread (Stemp) • 

11. (Currently Amended) The metho d of noise filtering as 
claimed in claim 10, wherein the weighted. temporally displaced 
original pixel values (wp 1 ,wp 2 ) are divided to lessen their weight 
in the filtering — (17) . 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of noise filtering as 
claimed in claim 10, wherein the temporally displaced original 
pixel values include two original pixel values (Pti,Pt2> from 



NL000345-AMT-061705 



PAGE 7/14 * RCVD AT 6/17/2005 1 1 :38:16 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729306 * CS1D:914 332 0615 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-58 



JUN- 17-2005 11:44 



PHILIPS IP AND S 



914 332 0615 P. 08 



different fields in a same frame (F 0 ) and at least one original 
5 pixel value of a previous frame (F^i) - 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of noise filtering as 
claimed in claim 12, wherein f iltered said temporally displaced 
original p ixel values are used rather than temporally dioplaood 
original pijcol valuo o f iltered . 

14. (Currently Amended) A method of encoding 4*4— an image 
sequence (vi) , comprising the steps of: 

encoding a plurality of filtered images, wherein the 
filtered images are 
5 obtained by the steps of: 

determining statistics from a spatial spread of a set of 
original pixel values (Ft/ Mi) in each image of the image sequence 
(VI) ; and 

calculating a filtered pixel value (P t ' ) from a set of 
10 original pixel values (Pt/Mi) obtained from each image, wherein the 
original pixel values (P fc ,Mi) are weighted under control 

(12 , a) — of the statistics — (!! ■)■ - 

15. (Currently Amended) A device for noise filtering an image 
sequence, the device comprising: 



NL000345-AMT- 0617 05 



PAGE 8(14 1 RCVD AT 6/1712005 1 1 :38:16 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 " DNIS:8729306 * CSID:914 332 0615 * DURATION (mra-ss):02-J8 



JUN-17-2005 11:44 



PHILIPS IP AND S 



914 332 0615 P. 09 



computing means (11) for determining statistics from a 
spatial spread of a set of original pixel values (PtfMj.) in at 

5 least one image of the image sequence (VI) ; and 

filtering means (1 4 ) — for calculating at least one filtered 
pixel value (P^M from a set of original pixel values (P^M^) 

obtained from the at least one image, wherein the original pixel 
values (Pf M i) are weighted (13) u nder control (12 ,a) — of the 
10 statistics— fiiK 

16, (Currently Amended) A device for encoding. 4*-)— an image 
sequence (VI) , the device comprising: 

receiving means for receiving filtered images, wherein the 
filtered images of the image sequence created by a device 
5 comprising: 

computing means (11) for determining statistics from a 
spatial spread of a set of original pixel values (P tf M^) in each 
image of the image sequence (VI) ; and 

filtering means (14) for calculating a filtered pixel 
10 value (Pt' ) from a the set of original pixel values (Pt/^i) 

obtained from each image, wherein the original pixel values (Pt/M^) 
are weighted (13) under control (12, a) of the statistics— 4±±f. 
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